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ABSTRACT

Certain characteristics inherent in on-line tedbgies increase the likelihood that they will bepkxted for
deviant purposes. Unlike physical bullying, elenteobullies can remain virtually anonymous usingperary emalil
accounts, pseudonyms in chat rooms, instant messagbgrams, cell-phone text messaging, and otiterriet venues to

mask their identity; this perhaps frees them frammmative and social constraints on their behavior.

Additionally, electronic forums often lack supesioin. While chat hosts regularly observe the diafogome chat
rooms in an effort to police conversations and tewdffensive individuals, personal messages senivdest users
(such as electronic mail or text messages) areabénonly by the sender and the recipient, themligide the regulatory
reach of such authorities. In addition, when teenaggnow more about computers and cellular phdmees their parents or
guardians, they are therefore able to operateeitienblogies without concern that a parent will digr their experience

with bullying (whether as a victim or offender).

Another factor is the inseparability of a cellufrone from its owner, making that person a pegldaarget for
victimization. Users often need to keep their phtmeed on for legitimate purposes, which provittes opportunity for
those with malicious intentions to engage in p&gsis unwelcome behavior such as harassing teleploaiie or
threatening and insulting statements via the aallphone’s text messaging capabilities. Cyber-indlyhus penetrates the

walls of a home, traditionally a place where victioould seek refuge from other forms of bullying.

Moreover, bullies can gang up on their victimsedactronic pages more efficiently than they doraditional

bullying, since there is no limit to the numbempabple who can join in, following a bullying statent.
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